
RSO GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES OUR 2009-2010 DONORS

 ANNUAL
FUND
2 0 1 0 – 2 0 1 1

RSO
READING SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA       

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Diamond Society ($25,000+)
Reading Musical Foundation
PA Council on the Arts
RSO League
Richard Ecks Estate

In memory of his sister Adeline Ecks
The Wyomissing Foundation

Silver Society (10,000+)
Henry Janssen Foundation
Jeanette Eways Estate
The Jerlyn Foundation
Penske Truck Leasing
Sweet Street Desserts
Wachovia Foundation
William Penn Foundation
Witt-Hoey Foundation

President’s Circle ($5,000+)
Alvernia University
Bartlett Foundation
Hazel M. Brodstein Estate
Capital BlueCross
EnerSys, Inc. 
Henry Janssen Foundation
M & T Bank
National Penn Bank
Penn State Berks
Performance Toyota-Volvo
The Presser Foundation
UGI Utilities Inc.

Concertmaster’s Circle ($2,500+)
Boscov’s Travel
Herbein + Company
Kozloff Stoudt
Quaker Maid Meats, Inc.
Stevens & Lee

Principal Partner ($1,500+)
Automotive Service, Inc.
Brentwood Industries
Getty Foundation
Resolve USA

Visionary ($1,000+)
All About Children Pediatric Partners
   In honor of Our Military Children
The Barnes & Beck Financial  Consult 
   ing Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
Breidegam Family Foundation
Fulton Bank
Olsen Design Group Architects

White Star Tours 
Yuasa Battery, Inc.

Partner ($500+)
Feeney Funeral Home
Klee Funeral Home
Metro Bank
Power-Kunkle Group Inc.
Tray-Pak Corporation
VIST Financial  

Patron ($250+)
*ExxonMobil Foundation
Music and Travel Tour Consultants, Ltd.

Donor
*Aetna Foundation
Berks Hematology-Oncology
  Associates
Essentia Software
  In honor of Jim Shulman
Fecera’s Furniture

IN-KIND DONORS
The Abraham Lincoln Wyndham
  Historic Hotel
Alexander’s German Deli
Baldwin Brass Center
Berks County Living Magazine
Boscov’s Travel
Downtown Improvement District
Tony Farina
Imageworks Film & Video
Kopicki Photography
Lamar Advertising
Lasting Image Promotional Products
Lorish Marketing Group
O. Chris Miller
Reading Eagle Company
Reading Police Department
Reading School District
Stereo Barn
Stratix
Sweet Street Desserts
Taste Buds/Awards & More
Trinity Lutheran Church
WEEU Radio
WFMZ-TV/Channel 69
William G. Koch & Assoc.
Yamaha
Zeswitz Music

Special thanks to Mr. James Yocum for
providing concert tickets for students.

*Indicates Matching Gift

A Message from the 
They say, all’s well that ends well. If that’s so, 

then all’s well at the Reading Symphony Orchestra
for our 97th year. However, we did have many 
nail-biting moments, as we received news from
some very loyal funders about their difficult eco-
nomic situations. While all our supporters agreed 
that our quality of performance and positive
community impact were unparalleled, reductions in 
funding were a hard reality. But I assure you, that 

the management team and Board of Directors at the RSO made every effort to
compensate for these anticipated hardships. Consider the figures below:

• Single ticket sales were impacted by this winter’s harsh weather conditions.
• Small Business giving was lower than usual.
• Corporate Sponsors were hit hard by the economy. 

However, we implemented salary freezes and production efficiencies to cut our 
expenses in every category except education. We also cultivated several new concert 
sponsors. Most gratifying are the results in Individual Giving and Foundations.  

• You, our loyal donors came through with a 12% increase in contributions. 
• Also, some very generous friends at local foundations came to our aid with new 

support such as the Wyomissing Foundation, and others with increased support 
such as the Henry Janssen Foundation and the Jerlyn Foundation.

The charts below illustrate that we have been fiscally responsible and served our 
mission well. Your personal contributions and enthusiasm have proven to us that
you value our role in the community. Your endorsement allows us to make the 
case to others, who might also lend their support, that Reading loves its Orches-
tra. In the enclosed pages, you will read of individuals who have dedicated their
time and generosity to the RSO. You will learn of the joy and engagement we have 
brought to our audiences, school children, and the wider community. 

Believe me when I say that we could not even begin to do this without your sup-
port. The numbers do not lie. This year, as always, tickets sales only covered 40% of 
our expenses. We will always rely on a diverse mix of philanthropy to fuel the strides 
we make in education and quality of life for our residents. Thank you for being part 
of the success story of the RSO. Together we are making history every day. 

Sincerely yours, Andrew Constantine
Music Director, Reading Symphony Orchestra
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Total Income 2008–09: $1,489,448

                  2009–10: $1,234,199
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*2009–10 dollars are based on unaudited figures *2009–10 dollars are based on unaudited figures



INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS

The Gertrude Sternbergh Society
Anonymous 
Janice & John Barney
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bengtson
Mrs. Shirley Boscov*
Stuart & Carol Cohn
   In memory of Sara Joseph Cohn
Judith Nichol & James Dahl
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hard
Jerry & Carolyn Holleran
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Horrigan, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Charles J. Lusch
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Maier II
Mr. & Mrs. Marlin Miller
Ray & Carole Neag
Penelope Proserpi
Dr. Larry & Alison Rotenberg
David & Barbara Thun

* The Joseph L. & Shirley K. Boscov  
   Philanthropic Fund

Concertmaster Patron ($2,500+)
Jean Blickle
Caroline K. Dunford
   In memory of Stewart Dunford
Mrs. Rush C. Gwyn
   In memory of Rush C. Gwyn
Bob & Robin Miller
Margaret Patch
C. Thomas & Dianne C. Work
   In honor of Kim Webster
Susie & Stratton Yatron

Soloist Patron ($2,000+)
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Denby
Trygve & Kathleen Kleppinger
Gretel Larese-Ortiz
Dr. Ron & Sandy Miller

Principal Patron ($1,500+)
Anonymous
Kenneth W. & Pauline L. Betsh
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gallagher
Terry & Ginny Hand 
Rachel F. Herb
   In memory of Andrew & Robert Fisher
Ed & Alma Lakin
Frederick & Nancy Nice
Robert & Patricia Restrepo
Dr. Mark & Deanna Reuben
Dr. & Mrs. John F. Russo
Margaret A. Schuhmann
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Stevens

Virtuoso Patron ($1,250+)
Cynthia & Jim Boscov
Shuji & Machiko Kawata
Cynthia Phillips
Lisa Peterson & Mark Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Wohlstadter

Musician Patron ($1,000+)
Jane & Marc Althen
Dr. & Mrs. Cyrus Ansari
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Baumbach
Charles & Patti Bock
Jane C. Funk
   In memory of John Henry Funk
Bernard & Carole Gerber
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Karasin
George & Susan Kershner
   In memory of Miriam Heisler
Frances & Paul Roedel

Visionary ($750+)
Eugene Bell
Brian Bubnis
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard L. Helinek
Fred & Janet Koller
Tom & Sandi McCarthy
Kaaren and Clod Orquiza
Mr. & Mrs. David Richie
Daniel K. & Sarah F. Rothermel
Dr. & Mrs. Randall S. Winn

Partner ($500+)
Anonymous
Marc & Martha Aynardi
Mr. & Mrs. David Bestwick
Mary Jo Bonner & Marvin S. Lubas

Fern Carabello
   In memory of Charles A. Carabello, M.D.
Laura Long Cooper & Family
Barbara & Dan Downing
Harry & Esther Dunkelberger
Mildred & Ivan H. Gordon
Dr. & Mrs. John Hampson
Fred & Dee Hiehle
Mr. & Mrs. John Hirschenhofer
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Johnson
Sandy & Ed Kern
Kraines/Hoffman Charitable Fund
Harold Leifer
Marilyn & Bernard Leightheiser, Jr.
Sydney & Gerald Malick
Mr. & Mrs. John Mazzacca
Robert & Margaret Murray
Mrs. Diane Seitz
   In memory of Joshua Seitz
Robert & Nelda Simonson
Dr. & Mrs. Barton Smith
Ralia Vardaxis
Tom & Donna Weik
Elizabeth C. Wolfe
Jane M. Wolfe
Mrs. June S. Wolfe
Stratton & Sarah Yatron

Benefactor ($350 +)
VADM & Mrs. Dan L. Cooper
   In memory of Hazel Brodstein
Ms. Diane L. Gaul
Ollie & Natalie Koehler
   In memory of Marlene Berkstresser
Mr. & Mrs. Burton Kominick
David & Jeraldine Kozloff
Cindy & Bill Laubach
Nancy S. Lawson
June T. Lessig
Barbara & John Master
Dr. Nabil Muallem & Najla Bathish, 
   Ph.D.
Lee C. & Deborah A. Olsen
John & Shirley Palmer
Jay & Diane Roberts
Paul & Jessie Schell
Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Thren
Dr. & Mrs. Gianfranco Toso
John A. Ulrich
Lawrence & Priscilla Walsky

Contributor ($250+)
Jane H. Anewalt
Rev. & Mrs. J. Raymond Brubaker
Peter & Jane Brye
   In memory of Ray W. Kauffman
Mr. & Mrs. R. William Eaken 
   In memory of Josephine Eaken
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Filstein
Radene Gordon-Beck
   In honor of Dr. Mildred Gordon
Harold & Marie Hehr
Carl & Kathleen Herbein
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Kindig
Rudolph W. Knolker & 
   Andrew K. O’Connor
   In honor of our Godchildren
Bruce & Nancy Littlefield
Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Rosenberger
   In honor of the RSO & Memory of 
   Hazel Brodstein
David & Janet Schlegel
Mrs. Margaret K. Schumo
Dr. Susan P. Speece
Ron & Barbara Stone
Laree M. Trollinger 
   In memory of Gary L. Trollinger
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Villforth
Gail Weimer
Thea & W.G. Yeich
Kristen & Peter Zacharias
Priscilla & Ben Zintak

Donor ($175+)
Dr. & Mrs. Gene W. Aulenbach
Mr. & Mrs. William Ballamy
Carolyn Bazik
Allyn & Merri Bengtson
Judith Burgess-Bitowf
Rebecca Cunnius
Janifer Dixon
    In memory of Mr. & Mrs. John Rentz

The RSO is dedicated to bringing the joy of music to 
our community, and opening that world of possibilities to children. This com-
mitment compelled us to present a proposal to the Reading School Board in 
October 2008 to start an after-school program called Orchestra Zone, which 
would give free instrumental lessons to promising young inner-city students.  

The RSO’s recommendation was to deliver private weekly lessons, year-round 
to students identified by their music teachers as showing an aptitude for music 
and a commitment to learning. Lessons would take place at the 4 District middle 
schools on weeknights. An arrangement with Zeswitz Music would put instruments 
in the children’s hands over the summer. Since 41.5% of the city population 
is Spanish-speaking, two Hispanic liaisons would be employed to overcome 
language barriers with parents, improving communication and setting the 
stage for success.  

The district responded positively to the proposal and approved funding to 
launch the program in its first year. Student candidates were recommended 
by 5th grade music teachers, and 24 students started the program on July 1, 
2009. By the end of the summer, these students played a recital before 115 proud 
parents, siblings and educators. Throughout the current year, they had opportu-
nities to attend Kinderkonzert and Nutcracker performances, as well as taking 
a special tour of the Sovereign Performing Arts Center where they met Maestro 
Constantine and RSO musicians. That day, they also watched the RSO at work 
during its final rehearsal before the March 6th concert.  

We have received positive feedback both from the students’ instructors as well 
as their 6th grade music teachers. The fact that 75 new 5th graders have been 
recommended to start the program in the summer of 2010 is evidence that we 
are breeding success.  

As musicianship develops, Orchestra Zone will incorporate opportunities to 
perform in public. Playing in an ensemble teaches teamwork, and collective col-
laboration under a single leader. Performing in front of parents, grandparents, 
and younger children, Orchestra Zone students will receive recognition for their 
efforts and become models of accomplishment among their peers.

Reading Orchestra Zone has already become a key component in the efforts 
of the RSO to make an impact in our community through music. It is helping 
define our educational efforts in the future with the potential to reap rewards for 
our entire community, making it well worth our efforts and philanthropy.
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Philanthropy on 
a Grand Scale

Under a perfect summer sky, the Reading Symphony 
Orchestra performed its 

p fp f
first free outdoor community concert

f yy
 at FirstEnergy 

Stadium on July 5, 2009. 5,000 people streamed into the ballpark, laden with
canned goods and donated 3,464 pounds of food for the hungry in Greater 
Berks County. Memories of the evening included vocalist Robert Cantrell 
singing Old Man River, a medley of military tributes, and Beethoven’s 5th
Sportscast, by P.D.Q. Bach, topped by a fireworks display erupting during
the 1812 Overture, and lighting up the night. In terms of exposure to new 
potential audiences and outreach, we could not have anticipated better results.

We have Richard Ecks to thank for the grand gesture that made it all pos-
sible. He left the RSO an estate gift, effectively investing in the expansion of 
symphonic music in our community. With this single free concert, the RSO 
reached more than 3 times the normal number of people than our audience at 
the Sovereign Performing Arts Center, which holds about 1700. This public
musical offering allowed us to take the Orchestra to the people. It put us in 
front of a diverse cross-section of  the population and opened exploration 
of classical music to the wider community. As a delightful byproduct, we 
experienced a boost in new subscription sales following the concert.

Could Richard Ecks have anticipated the magnitude of goodwill he conjured 
through his forethought and generosity? This we can never know. However, 
we do know that the RSO gave him tremendous enjoyment during his lifetime,
and his gratitude manifested into an event that literally touched thousands of 
people. This is the power of philanthropy.

In the coming months leading to our 100th anniversary, the RSO will 
embark on a campaign to strengthen our financial future by seeking planned 
and endowed gifts. Through such legacy giving, donors can choose how their
charitable intentions will be carried out, while insuring a secure future for the 
organization they love. Richard Ecks may not have fully conceived the benefit 
his gift would create for this community, but he was inspired nonetheless to
guarantee that the joy of music would live long after him. The RSO honors
Richard Ecks for simply having a dream and making a plan.

We hope you too will be part of our dreams for the future.  

Kathleen Embriani
Matthew & Kathy Gettis & Family
  In memory of Russell J. Kunkel
Ronald Hartzell
Rita Hendershott
Phyllis & Norman Hirsch
Alfred & Margaret Huff
Mr. & Mrs. John Massaro, Jr.
Barry L. & Anna May Mast
John & Marilyn McAndrews
Margaret Merritt
Dr. Robert L. Mulligan
  In memory of Rose M. Mulligan
Jeanne & Clair Noll
Rob & Yvonne Frey Oppenheimer                             
  Fund of Berks County Community
  Foundation
Timothy Raub
Donald & Marie Reber
  In memory of Elizabeth Zug
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald R. Rhein
  In memory of Robert F. Rhein
Bill Schrufer
  In memory of Linda Schrufer
Nancy L. Snyder
Bruce & Gloria Springer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Suklje
Thomas & Diana Tirion

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hans J.
  Vetlesen
Bob & Kaye Ullman
Joanna L. Wagner
Francis & Lynn Williamson
John & Charlotte Wisotzkey
Rudi & Ron Witman
Marie & James Wong

Friend ($100+)
Michael A. Baal
Gordon A. Bartlett & Rev. Lois S.
  Bartlett
Craig H. Bennett
Mr. Richard Biehl
Robert A. Bingaman
  In honor of Jim Shulman
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll H. Bitting
Mrs. Jacquelyn E. Bollman
Dixie Borders & Sidney Watts
  In honor of Dail & David Richie
Dr. Helene Breazeale

In honor of Maestro Andrew 
  Constantine
Evelyn Bredder
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Brown
Gerald W. Budzik & Doris L. Maurer
Abigail N. Caitlin
Dr. & Mrs. C. Harold Cohn
Doris F. Cosgrove
Ms. Margaret Davy
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Duda
June & Charles Dunn
Dr. & Mrs. J. Michael Eager
Robert & Marjorie Eschelman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Evans
The Rev. & Mrs. Charles E. Fair
Janet L. Faust
Tom & Helen Flynn
R. Jean Forry
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Forst
Mary Garlin
Mark Gerhard
Patricia Gernert
Matthew Goldstan
Warren & Ina Grapenthin
Mr. Clair E. Gross
  In memory of Mrs. Ruth E. Gross
Carolyn Hamilton
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Hassel
Marty Herrin
  In honor of Margaret Patch
Dr. & Mrs. E. Berry Hey, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Karl R. Hiester
  In memory of Nicholas Geracimos
Brian & Fianna Holt
 In memory of Wes Fisher
Mark A. Kilparick
Nancy J. Knoblauch
Nancy Kuhlman
Mr. & Mrs. Milos Kuzel
Diane LaBelle & Norman Girardot

Robert R. Laibe
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Lesniewski
Doris H. Luckenbill
Alan & Rochelle Mann
   In memory of Parents Mann & Cohen
Dr. & Mrs. James G. Mathis
Haia & Meir Mazuz
Mr. & Mrs. John Mazzo
Richard & Linda McCrae
John Hugh McKnight
   In memory of Dr. Sergio V. Proserpi
Joseph S. & Mary G. Menet
Mr. & Mrs. Roy A. Mervine
William Metzinger
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Miller
Kenneth & Barbara Miller
Eugene & Margaret Mitchell
Carolyn Murphy-Landis
Jane Masters Nase
   In memory of Thomas L. Masters
Janet & James Neel
Joan & Erwin Notter
Elizabeth H. Patch
   In honor of Margaret E. Patch
Mary Pendleton
Jim & Jean Potter
George & Debbie Pyle
   In memory of Elizabeth Zug
Hugh & Elizabeth Quigley
   In memory of Harry Boyer
Mark & Marcia Reed
Mrs. Barbara A. Rentz
Jim & Nancy Rhoads
Helen F. Roberts
Helen & Dick Rosendale
Arthur M. & Holly Tyson Royce
Gary & Louise Rubright
William W. Runyeon
   In memory of Marlene L. Berkstresser
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Sanner
Katherine A. Savadelis
Jim Savage
Sylvia Schiff
Greta G. Scully
   In memory of John P. Scully
Margaret S.A. Seitzinger
Dr. & Mrs. David M. Setley
The Shapiro Family
James Shulman
   In memory of Christos Vardaxis, Sr.
Thomas E. Shultz
Carol Siegel
Caroline L. & Nelson C. Simonson
M.J. & Roy Snyder
Tom & Louise Souders
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Stabolepszy
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Stoudt
Ruth Sweitzer

 In memory of Capt. Henry B. Sweitzer
Ailyn Terada
Jim & Donnasue Thompson & Family
Thomas & Diana Tirion

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Hans J.
   Vetlesen
Ms. Nancy L. Tobias
Eleanor J. Trimbur
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Tschiderer
LTC Otto & Lynne Voit
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Waller
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Waterbury
Lois A. Wensch
Myrtle M. Wieand
Mary Alice Wotring
Joan Youngerman
Ralph & Harriett Ziegenfuss

Supporter 
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Bankes
   In memory of Dorothy Schoellkopf
Harriet M. Baskin
Nick & Mary Alice Bentz
Gwen Bland
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Brightbill
   In memory of Hazel Brodstein
Beth & Jeremy Brodovsky
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Jean Brooks
   In honor of Jim Shulman
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Dana E. Brown
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Carole A. Bubacz
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart S. Cohn
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Michael P. Dalto
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Rosemarie Dunkelberger
John A. Durso Jr.
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Elton
  In memory of Harry Boyer 
Robin & Neil Goldberg
   In memory of Hazel Brodstein
Charles Green, Jr. & Anne M.  Brennan
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Carolyn Hamilton
   In memory of Raymond Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Hamilton
   In memory of Mr. J. Carl Borelli
Richard & Alyce Hastings
Thomas & Cathy Hoch
   In honor of Megan & Hali Hoch
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Hummel
Robert & Angela Juckem
Larry & Suzanne Kirk
Eileen Knabb
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph B. Kuhn
Mr. Richard Leonowitz
Ruth E. Levan
    In memory of Hazel Brodstein
Doris Loder, violinist in RSO
Rodney S. Loose
   In memory of Stewart & Kathryn
   Loose
Barbara A. Mangos
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Mr. & Mrs. Russell C. Marker
Winifred & William Martindale
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth W. Miller
Marjorie Miller
Marilyn Momose
Deborah E. Moore
   In memory of Hazel Brodstein
John Moyer & Deborah Goodman
Karen Nein
Rev. John & Kathy Pearson
Gordon & Carol Perlmutter
Robert & Elizabeth Rasbridge
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Reilly
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Dr. Wilbur Renken
Lorraine A. Revello
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Fredric L. Rice
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Mr. & Mrs. Bernhard A. Roth
May Roth
Margaret T. Schade
Barbara Schwartz
Richard & Janet Sillhart
Ms. Deborah Simon
   In memory of Hazel Brodstein
James & Shirley Sloan
Corinne & Lynn Smith
   In memory of Hazel Brodstein
Barry & Carol Stein
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Doris Stelmach
Rich & Jean Sweigart
Martha & Jonathan Swope
Nöel Bausher Szundy
   In memory of Samuel Lee Briggs, Sr.
Ralia Vardaxis
   In honor of Jim Shulman
Norma Jeane Walker
   In memory of Todd C. Walker

Madeline Weidner
L. Windt
Edward Wiswesser
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Zelnick
Robert & Nini Zoppel

RSOL 75th Anniversary 
Scholarship Donors
Harriet Baskin
Sharon Baumbach
Ruth Ann Bengtson 
   In honor of Caroline Dunford
Danice Bitting
Jean R. Blickle
Linda Bordic
Violet Bordic
Fern Carabello
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Cooper,
   USN (Ret.)
Ester & Harry Dunkelberger
Caroline Dunford
Louise & Bill Eaken
Greg & Wendy Ertel
Janet Faust
Severin Fayerman
Diane Gaul
Carol & Bernard Gerber
June Gwyn
Rachel Herb
Priscilla Hirschenhofer
Fred & Ellen Hirt
Dr. Neil Hoffman
Shuji Kawata
Catharine Kiefer
Janet Koller
Mr. & Mrs. Burton Kominick
Edwin & Alma Lakin
Cindy & Bill Laubach
June Lessig
Carole & Jack Lusch
Sydney & Gerald Malik
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Marker
Doris & John Mazzacca
Bob & Robin Miller
Anne & Frode Nordhoy
Gretal Ortiz
John & Shirley Palmer
Margaret Patch
Mary Pendleton
Lisa Peterson & Mark Smith
Cynthia Phillips
Penelope Proserpi
George & Debbie Pyle
Mark & Marcia Reed
Rev. Thomas H. and Mrs. Amy H.
   Reinsel
Mark & Deanna Reuben
Mr. & Mrs. David Richie II
Dr. & Mrs. John F. Russo
Mildred Sawers
Sylvia Schiff
Margaret Schumo
Mel & Cindy Sensenig
Shapiro Family
Bruce & Gloria Springer
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Souders
Stereo Barn (Charles Bock)
Sergei & Linda Szortyka
Margo Thomas
Ralia Vardaxis
Joanna Wagner
Lillian Walter
Charles & Anne Weiser
Stratton & Sarah Yatron
Susie Yatron
Ralph & Harriett Ziegenfuss

DONORS CONT’D

Passing on the Love
From Generation to Generation

Hilda Larese (1915-2003) crossed 
the Atlantic in 1954 with husband Hans and
their four children, Elsa, Johanna and twins
Gretel and Hans. Seeking a better life for their
family, the Lareses immigrated to the U.S. 
from Hillbron, Germany, settling in Read-
ing. Hans worked 6 days a week from 3:00 to
11:00 p.m. Hilda cleaned homes to add to the 
family’s income.

Growing up in Germany, Hilda had attend-
ed classical concerts, often highly subsidized 
by the government, and thus developed a love
for classical music. Hearing of this fondness for
the classics, a friend afforded Hilda 2 tickets to

a Reading Symphony Orchestra concert. She took daughter Elsa along and was 
so impressed that she committed herself to finding a way for all her children to
attend regular Sunday performances.

Gretel Larese Ortiz’s remembers Saturday afternoons when she was a child,
with sister Elsa Larese Rothenberger, listening to their mother’s vast collection of 
vinyl records of classical composers. They danced round the room to the music,
like sugar plum fairies, using chairs and the sofa as platforms. Hilda secretly knew 
that the children danced on the furniture, but did not let on because she wanted to 
cultivate their fondness for the music.

Hilda was a faithful contributor to the RSO’s annual fund drive. She realized 
the importance of individual support for the orchestra, since public funding 
was vastly different than in her home country. She also committed her time as 
well as money. This legacy has been passed down to both her daughters who
continue to volunteer for the Orchestra today.

Both Elsa and Gretel recall trips to NY with their mother arranged through 
the Reading Symphony Orchestra League. As 15 year members of the RSOL, 
Elsa and Gretel have co-chaired the Hospitality Committee since the year 2000, 
faithfully providing meals for the musicians during evening breaks.

Neither Elsa nor Gretel played an instrument because the family’s finances
would not allow for lessons. But they were both determined that their children
would have the joy of making music. Elsa’s son took to percussion and jazz,
while Gretel played classical music for her daughter, Annalina, before she was
born! At her first RSO concert, Annalina remarked that she wanted to play the 
violin and flute. Fate stepped in at an upcoming RSOL Fashion Show in the
form of a silent auction item for 6 months of violin lessons. Gretel could not
resist, and Annalina has been playing the violin ever since. She studies with
Sue McDevitt (a frequent performer with the RSO) and plays in the Reading 
Symphony Youth Orchestra.  

Annalina loves listening to classical music and feels that playing has made
her more confident and responsible. She has learned that, if you want to get
anywhere, you have to practice—a good lesson in music as well as in life. 

Classical music was not just a passion for Hilda. It was a means of conveying 
her affection for her family and intertwining life’s lessons between the notes.  
She raised her family to appreciate the inherent joy of music and to actively give 
the support it needs in order to be shared with others. For this family, the music 
and the love are inseparable, because they both resound in the heart.

Daughters of Hilda Larese, Elsa and Gretel (left) continued 
their mother’s active role in the RSO. Gretel’s daughter 
Annalina (far left) is a third generation lover of classical 
music and through the Symphony’s Orchestra League, 
she was able to begin violin lessons and now plays with 
the Reading Symphony Youth Orchestra.


